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The Spondylidae in the historical collections of the Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Geneva, 
with revision of the species described by LAMARCK and by CHENU,

and notes on nomenclature

(Bivalvia: Pectinoidea: Spondylidae)
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Abstract

The Museum d’Histoire naturelle, Geneva, holds most of the historical Spondylus collections of 
LAMARCK, DELESSERT and CHENU. These collections have recently been curated by first author (YF). 
Resulting from this work, 32 species have been isolated, photographed and records made of the 
status of the species; the location of the original illustrations (if any), as well as comments by early 
curators at the MHNG, are included. 14 species described by CHENU are listed from the Delessert 
collection. 16 species described by LAMARCK are catalogued from both the Lamarck and Delessert 
collections. Additionally, 2 linnean species, Spondylus gaederopus and Spondylus regius, are also 
listed, with comments on the material contained in the Lamarck/Delessert collection.

Comparison of the type of Spondylus ambiguus CHENU 1844 with that of Spondylus ictericus
REEVE 1856, indicates that the latter is a junior synonym of the former and therefore Spondylus
ambiguus is a prior name for that species.
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Introduction

Curatorial work at the Zoological Museum, Univer-
sity of Copenhagen, has recently catalogued six speci-
mens of Spondylus from the Spengler and Moltke collec-
tion, which were figured in the Chemnitz Cabinet. This 
has resulted in lectotypes being selected for Spondylus
foliaceus SCHREIBERS 1793; Spondylus sinensis SCHREIB-
ERS 1793; Spondylus squamosus SCHREIBERS 1793 (LAM-
PRELL & WILLAN, 2000), Spondylus croceus SCHREIB-
ERS 1793 and Spondylus nicobaricus SCHREIBERS 1793 
(LAMPRELL & DEKKER, 2001). The Museum of Evolution, 
Uppsala, Sweden, now houses a syntype of Spondylus
regius LINNAEUS 1758 (previously housed in the Museum 

Ludovicae Ulricae); this specimen was selected as lecto-
type by LAMPRELL & DEKKER, 2001.

The present paper, in isolating the historical speci-
mens of that same period housed in the MHNG is of 
major importance in establishing the nomenclature for 
many Spondylid taxa. The study of the species described 
by LAMARCK in the collection of the MHNG is great-
ly facilitated by the handwritten annotations made by 
LAMARCK’s daughter Rosalie de LAMARCK in the margin 
of the original volumes of Anim. Sans Vert. which per-
tained to LAMARCK. These notes and comments state how 
many specimens were originally in her father’s collec-
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